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Under the vision of Dr. Maria
Kontaridis, Masonic Medical
Research Institute (MMRI) has
been in a season of change
and growth. Over the past two
years, the Institute has seen
renovations of the laboratories,
an expansion of its research
portfolio, an increase in talented
faculty and staff, and now, the
unveiling of a new logo. The
logo marks a time of rebranding
for the Institute, which will help
modernize their image as they
propel into the future. “The
effort to rebrand has been a
long time coming. Since January
of 2018, when we changed our
name from Masonic Medical
Research Laboratory to MMRI,
we have been making strides
towards modernizing and
maximizing our potential
for success in the future. The
presentation of a new logo,
together with our name change,
is a milestone for the Institute,
symbolizing not only how far
we have come in such a short
time, but where we have yet to
go” said Dr. Maria Kontaridis,
Gordon K. Moe Professor and
Chair of Biomedical Research
and Translational Medicine and
Director of Research.
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On November 22, 2019, MMRI
faculty and staff, members of the
Board and Grand Lodge of New
York gathered to announce the
unveiling of the new logo. At 11
a.m. a press conference was held
in the Bond-Trosin auditorium,
on the MMRI grounds, and
featured a presentation on the
development, implementation
and significance behind
this rebranding. “We see the
implementation of a new logo
as a message of who we are
now, and how that differs from
who MMRI used to be” said
Kayliegh Caruso, Marketing and
Communication Associate.

for specific functions. In order
to highlight both the scientific
research and the Masonic legacy
of the Institute, the logo features
a DNA helix that almost appears
to flow into the Masonic square
and compass. “MMRI is built on
the coming together of Masonic
principles and the aspiration to
conduct beneficial research for all
humankind. As MMRI continues
to move forward, it is important
that we maintain these roots, while
defining who we are now” said Alex
Simon, Director of Development.

By incorporating these two
significant facets of MMRI’s
foundation, the institute’s new
Through the teamwork of MMRI logo is a simple yet informative
image of who this world-renowned
faculty and staff, production on
research entity is, and all right here
the logo concept and design
in the Mohawk Valley. What used
was met without delay. The
to be primarily a cardiac research
multi-talented employees
facility, has broadened its horizons
showcased their abilities of
into several new areas of research.
creativity and collaboration by
The previous red Erlenmeyer flask
working effectively to produce
logo accentuated the primary
a full-length logo design and
research of the Institute during the
pitch. “The logo could not have
late 20th century. Now, the color
happened if it were not for the
transformation encompasses the
dedicated staff and the ability
addition of the ever-expanding
for us all to work together.
research interests, showcasing
I am proud of my team and
MMRI as a diverse and innovative
am excited to see where this
laboratory of the 21st century.
rebranding will lead us” said
“With the launch of the new logo,
Susan Bartkowiak, Interim
we hope to revitalize the Institute,
Director of Administration and
building awareness of who we are,
Grants Administrator.
both within the community and
The imaginative design brings a around the world. The rebrand
modern twist to the previous red marks a new and prosperous
phase for MMRI, one that will
logo, by introducing a striking
blue and gray theme that better engage more collaborations, create
diverse research avenues, and
reflects the direction and vision
provide the basis of understanding
of the Institute. Three versions
and treating disease.” said
of the logo were created; the
primary, secondary and alternate Chase Kessinger, Instructor of
Cardiovascular Medicine.
layouts, which will be used

Autism Research
Partnership
In an effort to team up against
Autism, Masonic Medical
Research Institute (MMRI), the
Kelberman Center, Resource
Center for Independent
Living (RCIL), ADHD & Autism
Psychological Services and
Advocacy PLLC (AAPSA), and
Upstate Cerebral Palsy (UCP)
signed an Autism research
alliance partnership. The
partnership between these
five organizations will help
MMRI make breakthroughs on
understanding the root cause
of Autism. “With the support of
these four organizations, the
Autism research being done at
MMRI will be able to expand and
reach potential breakthroughs
that were otherwise out of
our grasp. We thank these
organizations for their generosity
and eagerness to help in the
fight against Autism” said Dr.
Maria Kontaridis, Gordon K. Moe
Professor and Chair of Biomedical
Research and Translational
Medicine and Director of
Research.
On Thursday, Oct. 17 2019
these five organizations from
the Mohawk Valley signed
agreements to support
Autism Research at MMRI. The
organizations met in the BondTrosin Auditorium at MMRI to
host a panel and officially sign
the partnership agreement. “It
is an honor for us to work in
support of this research that will
help our patients and numerous
others throughout the world”
said Michael Kelberman MD,
(cont. on next page)
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MMRI Faculty Identifies
Key Enzyme in Cardiac
Research

MMRI, Kelberman Center, Resource Center for Independent Living, ADHD & Autism
Psychological Services and Advocacy PLLC, and Upstate Cerebral Palsy were joined
by local officals to sign off on Autism partnership.
FACC, Founder, and President
Board of Directors, at the
Kelberman Center.
The partnership will grant access
to DNA samples from patients
with Autism, enabling MMRI
faculty to work from actual tissue
as opposed to scientific models.
With these samples, MMRI will
better be able to understand the
genetics of Autism and how the
mutation is spread through family
lines. “We hope that through
our support MMRI faculty will
effectively make breakthroughs
in the field of Autism research”
said Andy Lopez-Williams,
PhD, ABPP, Clinical & Forensic
Neuropsychologist, President and
Clinical Director, ADHD & Autism
Psychological Services and
Advocacy.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) Autism
affects nearly 1 in 59 children
within the United States alone.
While the disease is incurable,
MMRI is trying to identify the
possible causes of Autism and

with the support of these
organizations this research can
propel forward. “We believe this
research reflects our mission
of providing the necessary
opportunities to individuals
every day to fulfill life choices.
We are proud to stand in
support of MMRI and Autism
research and awareness” said
Louis B. Tehan, President & CEO,
Upstate Caring Partners, Inc.
The partnership between these
five prominent organizations
will not only benefit Autism
research, but the entire
community. By collaborating
together the organizations
showcase the innovative
leadership within the Mohawk
Valley. “We are excited to
reveal to the community our
efforts of helping to advance
Autism research and stand
with these four organizations
in making our community and
the world a better place” said
Zvia McCormick, CEO Resource
Center for Independent Living.

A paper recently published from
the Masonic Medical Research
Institute (MMRI) identifies that
activation of an enzyme called
yes-associated protein (YAP),
using a modified mRNA of this
enzyme, reduces inflammation
in the heart and decreases the
deleterious heart growth that
occurs in response to stress.
The manuscript, published
last month in the journal Life
Science Alliance, was conducted
at MMRI in collaboration with
Harvard Medical School, Fudan
University, Shandong University,
and the Houston Methodist
Research Institute.
Dr. Zhiqiang Lin, Assistant
Professor of Biomedical Research
and Translational Medicine at
the MMRI and senior author of
the manuscript, addresses the
complications that arise after
a heart attack occurs. Heart
attacks result in scar tissue
and inflammation, which if left
untreated, can lead to severe
long-term health consequences.
Lin’s investigation focuses on
testing aYAP modRNA and
how it functions to reduce
inflammation and death of heart
muscle cells. “Cardiac disease
is a widespread problem that
continues to affect large portions
of the world’s population. This
new molecule is designed to
improve the recovery of the
heart after a heart attack and
avoid further complications” said
Dr. Lin. When one suffers from a
(cont. on next page)
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heart attack, scarring and
inflammation are a natural
course. This occurs as part of
the normal protective response
of the body to prevent further
damage of the remaining tissue.
However, these effects also lead
to fibrosis, a stiffening of the
muscle tissue that also creates
some loss of heart muscle
cells, weakening the heart.
“Inflammation is a doubleedged sword. You need it, but
if you have too much, it can
cause big trouble” said Dr. Lin.
The main goal of the study was
to investigate whether this
molecule could reduce the injury
of the heart after experiencing
a heart attack. By using a mouse
model, Lin tested his hypothesis
by injecting the activated
enzyme directly to the heart, and
observed that both inflammation
and cell loss were reduced.
The results of this experiment
suggest a brighter outlook for
the recovery of patients who
suffer from heart attacks.

Dr. Zhiqiang Lin publishes article in the journal Life Science Alliance.
Cardiac disease is the leading
causes of death in the United
States. This new molecule may
help in reducing this statistic.
“Dr. Lin’s work aligns with
one of the core missions of
the MMRI; to develop novel
approaches to understanding
and treating heart disease” said
Dr. Maria Kontaridis, Gordon
K. Moe Professor and Chair
of Biomedical Research and
Translational Medicine and

Director of Research.
Dr. Zhiqiang Lin and his work
are supported by an American
Heart Association (AHA)
Scientist Development Grant,
PCBC “JUMP START” AWARDS,
National Institutes of Health
and MMRI lab start-up funding.
His article was published on
December 16, 2019 and is
available online in Life Science
Alliance Volume 3, Number 1.

MMRI Highlights: First Annual Company Retreat
Masonic Medical Research
Institute faculty and staff came
together for the first annual
company retreat at Turning
Stone Resort Casino. The
gathering allowed for science
and administration to learn more
about each side of what makes
MMRI a success. Science faculty
presented posters about their
research, and admin held meet
and greets for everyone to gain
a better understanding of each
individual role. With our future
goals in mind, we focused on
strategic planning and ways
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to improve team work and
overall success of the Institute.
For, it’s not only important to
collaborate outside the Institute,
but within the Institute as well.

(Left): Postdoctoral Fellow, Khanh Ha,
Ph.D. is presenting his poster to Animal
Facilities Manager, Damian Bohler.
(Right): Postdoctoral Fellow, Bing Xu,
Ph.D. was providing a poster presenation
to fellow collegue and Research Associate,
Bob Goodrow.

JOIN MMRI

CORNERSTONE SOCIETY WITH A DEFERRED GIFT
Brothers and Sisters,
Thoughtful planned gifts such as a bequest in a will or trust, retirement plan named beneficiaries, charitable gift
annuities and others, demonstrate an outstanding commitment on the part of our supporters to the future of our
excellent scientific research. In addition, these gifts often provide significant tax advantages, while allowing MMRI to
plan with confidence.
It is in that vein that we are launching the MMRI Cornerstone Society, as an opportunity to recognize and thank those
that have made a personal, long-term commitment to the mission of MMRI. As a Charter Member of the Cornerstone
Society, loyal Freemasons, friends, and families will receive an exclusive invitation to MMRI events across the country, as
well as special recognition within MMRI and elsewhere. Of course, any request for anonymity will be honored.
Most importantly, Cornerstone Society members receive satisfaction knowing that their future gift will help MMRI in its
scientific discovery and thereby benefit all of humanity. The impact of these gifts is especially powerful because
members of the Cornerstone Society inspire others to secure MMRI’s future. In sum, this is a “win-win” for both you and
your MMRI.
You will soon receive a special invitation to become a founding, Charter Member of the MMRI Cornerstone Society. I
hope you will join me in securing the future of MMRI by leaving a legacy for generations to come.
Sincerely and Fraternally,

R:.W:. Sheldon B. Richman
Board Member - MMRI
Chair - MMRI Cornerstone Society

For more information contact:
David Stiles, Senior Director of Major & Principal Gifts
315.272.6562
dstiles@mmri.edu
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IRA Charitable Rollover: Reduce income subject to
tax (Age 70.5+)
Avoid taxes on direct transfers from your IRA to MMRI.
Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year.
Reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize deductions.
Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction limits on charitable giving.

2

Gift of securities: Realize capital gains tax savings
Includes stocks, bonds, mutual funds, real property.
Receive the immediate advantage of an income tax reduction.
Avoid capital gains taxes.

3

Charitable Bequests: Retain control, leave lasting
impact
In your will or other estate plans, you can name MMRI as the beneficiary of a portion of your
estate, or of particular assets in your estate. Many of the most powerful gifts with an
enduring impact have been bequests, including Brother Duff M. Neely whose bequest help
transform the second and third-floor laboratory spaces.
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Life Insurance: Designate MMRI as a beneficiary
You may consider giving a paid-up policy to MMRI by transferring the ownership of your
policy and receive a charitable income tax deduction equal to the policy's cost basis.

Not-For-Profit Corporation
Tax Exempt Under 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code
Federal Tax ID 13-5648611
New York State Charities Registration Number 037227
Florida State Charities Registration Number CH36722

MedTech 2019 Awards
For 15 years MedTech
Association has been
recognizing and awarding
advancements made in the Bio/
Med Industry. Each year they
hold their Annual Conference
and Achievement Awards, which
acknowledge the wide range
of talented individuals and
organizations in Upstate New
York. Their mission focuses on
building relationships, tools and
programs in support of Upstate
New York companies and
their efforts to deliver medical
solutions. The nominees not
only showcase the innovators,
universities, institutes, and
visionaries of our region, but also
represent the diversity, spirit and
talent of Upstate New York.
At this year’s MedTech
Achievement Awards, Masonic
Medical Research Institute
(MMRI) was nominated and
awarded for the “distinguished
achievements in research and
academics” award. MedTech
grants this award to an
institution whose contributions
have measurably advanced
Upstate New York’s Bio/Med
Industry. “For the past 2 years
we have been in the process
of expanding our research
interests and engaging with
new, more broad-based and
disease-focused studies. We are
proud of how far MMRI has come
and look forward to what the
future holds. This nomination
stands as an accreditation of
the Institute’s growing success”
said Dr. Maria Kontaridis, Gordon
K. Moe Professor and Chair of
Biomedical Research and

MMRI celebrated being awarded for the “distinguished achievements in research
and academics” award at the 2019 MedTech Awards. Pictured from left to right:
Postdoctoral Fellow Khanh Ha, Ph.D., Director of Research Maria I. Kontaridis,
Ph.D., MMRI Board of Directors Vice President Robert Hewson, D.P.M.,
Assistant Professor Zhiqiang Lin and Associate Professor Jason McCarthy.
Translational Medicine and
Director of Research.
On October 22, 2019, MedTech
held their annual Achievement
Awards at the Hyatt Regency in
Rochester. MMRI was nominated
alongside Cornell UniversityKevin M. McGovern Family
Center for Venture Development,
Rochester Institute of
Technology and Upstate Medical
University for the Distinguished
Achievement in Research and
Academics award. “It was an
honor to be recognized among
these great institutions and be
surrounded by support from the
Bio/Med Industry. I am proud to
represent MMRI and support the
exceptional research and faculty”
said Robert Hewson, D.P.M.,
Vice President, MMRI Board of
Directors.

“This is a great honor for the
Institute, and we thank MedTech
Association for the nomination
and for choosing MMRI as the
awarded winner” said Dr. Jason
McCarthy, Associate Professor
of Cardiovascular Medicine and
Scientific Operations Manager at
MMRI.

Lodge Presentations
MMRI’s Assistant Director of
Development, Bro. Anthony Cucci
has been traveling around the state
giving informational presentations
about the cutting-edge research
being done at MMRI.
If you are interested in having MMRI
visit your next meeting, please
reach out to Bro. Anthony Cucci.

acucci@mmri.edu
315.624.7492
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Masonic Medical Research Institute Welcomes New Staff
Ademuyiwa Aromolaran, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor; IACUC Chair
Ademuyiwa Aromolaran joined MMRI as a new Assistant Professor of Cardiovascular
Medicine. Ade received a Ph.D. in Pharmacology from St. George’s Hospital
University of London, a M.Sc. in Pharmacology from King’s College London and a
graduate certificate in Regulatory Affairs from Massachusetts College of Pharmacy
and Health Sciences. He joins MMRI from Brooklyn NY, and will be investigating the
relationship of obesity and/or diabetes to arrhythmias. Ade said he is happy to be
a part of MMRI because of the research diversity and “the collaborative effort and
supportive environment exemplified by a number of recent publications authored
by existing faculty.”

Kelly Aromolaran, Ph.D.
Research Associate
Kelly Aromolaran Ph.D. joins MMRI as a Research Associate. Kelly joins the Institute
from Staten Island where she worked as a Research Associate at Weill Cornell
Medicine. She earned her PhD in Neuroscience from Loyola University Chicago
and was a Postdoctoral Fellow at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. She will be
working closely with Dr. Ercan-Sencicek to investigate and understand the disease
processes that lead to Autism. “I chose MMRI because of Dr. Kontaridis’ plan to
expand Neuroscience Research at MMRI. I am particularly excited about research
involving the connection between the brain and heart especially in diseased
states” said Kelly.

Anthony Ciaccia
Maintenance Technician
Anthony Ciaccia joins MMRI as a Maintenance Technician. Originally, Anthony was a
local from Frankfort, but moved to Florida after high school. Due to the heat, Anthony
returned to Upstate New York and has now become a part of the MMRI team. As a
maintenance technician he maintains that the facilities and common areas are in
the best possible conditions, ensures that heating and plumbing systems perform at
optimum functionality, and upkeeps the landscape. Anthony chose MMRI “because
it seemed like a great place to work. Since day one everyone has been friendly and
in a good mood, which is rare.”

Lisa Cooper, CPA
Controller
Lisa Cooper joins MMRI as the new Controller. As the controller, Lisa will oversee
all financial compliance and reporting for MMRI. Lisa came to New York from
Wisconsin, where she grew up and attended the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
for accounting. Throughout her career she has worked as a CPA, a comptroller
and as the CFO of CNY Works, Inc. Lisa is excited to begin her new role here at
MMRI, where the dynamic environment and scientific aspect offers her a chance to
challenge herself and learn something new.
(cont. on next page)
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Edin Hasic
Security Officer
Edin Hasic joins MMRI as a new Security Guard. Edin is a local of Utica, whose family
moved to the area from Bosnia. After attending Herkimer County Community
College for film, Edin decided to join the work force. As a security guard, he will
ensure the safety of his coworkers, visitors, and the MMRI facility. Edin said he
chose MMRI because of the “people that work here. Everyone makes this place feel
like home.”

Pamela Lawrence
Laboratory Technician
Pamela Lawrence joins MMRI as a Laboratory Technician. Pamela is a local from
the Mohawk Valley, having graduated from West Canada Valley High School. She
attended SUNY Albany for Biology and later transferred to Utica College to finish
her degree. She also studied at SUNY Delhi to be a Vet Tech. Before coming to MMRI,
Pamela worked as a Vet Tech and as an Analytical Chemist. Here at MMRI, she will
be running experiments for molecular biology in Dr. Ade’s lab. Pamela is excited to
return to the field of biology and research, and have this opportunity to learn and
grow at MMRI.

Richard Thomas
Security Officer
Richard Thomas joins MMRI as the new Security Officer. While here, Richard will
ensure the safety of all employees and the MMRI facility. Before joining MMRI,
Richard served in the U.S. Navy for four years working in communications and
security. He also worked as the Deputy Sheriff for the Oneida County Sheriff’s
Department Corrections Division, and as a Security Shift Manager at the Turning
Stone Casino. Richard joins MMRI in the hopes to avoid his wife’s ‘To Do List,’ and
continue serving his community. He hopes to retire within the next ten years and
enjoy his home in Laguna Province Philippines.

Serving up Giving Tuesday
Giving Tuesday is a national
day devoted to donating to
non-profit organizations. It
coincides with the numerous
holiday shopping days,
including Black Friday and
Cyber Monday. For the 2019
Giving Tuesday campaign,
MMRI reached their goal of
$2,500 and was rewarded with
pies! Director of Development,
Alex Simon, and the Assistant
Director of Development,
Anthony Cucci, each took a pie

to the face in honor of the success.
Also, Bro. Scott Schelin and North
Fork Sanitation Inc. donated a

dollar to dollar match up to $1k,
helping us surpass our goal!

(Left): IT Director, Varun Balaji and Postdoctoral Fellow, Yan Sun prepare to pie Alex and
Anthony. (Right): Alex and Anthony wipe away tears of joy after being pied in the face.
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MASONIC MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
2150 Bleecker Street • Utica, New York 13501-1787
Phone: 888-888-6675
www.mmri.edu

To subscribe to our e-newsletter
and updates, go to www.mmri.edu,
insert your email address under
e-newsletter and click “sign up”
on our home page
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